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Booked by Fate A Life of Dealing in 
the Exotic World of Rare Books (beginning with a garage sale) 
– 

“It started in the bedroom; or, fate 

hero” Sticking together; 
or, my employees endure the ups and downs of business with me, 
including the weight of scholarship, quick changes of address, 
and a runaway safe” th

National Enquirer

“comic plays produced in 

I play a 
central role in this narrative,” “but the story really 
isn’t so much about me as it is about the exotic, often fascinating, 
frequently amusing, occasionally romantic world of rare books 
– a world that features a blend of history, mystery, eccentricity, 
and duplicity… given its distinctive combination of curious 
events and extraordinary personalities, of diverting adventures, 
and of growth in understanding, my recounting of one pilgrim’s 
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wide-eyed progress… is nevertheless worth hearing as an 
account of struggle and achievement.”

Eureka!

“a ping pong table under a naked bulb in the basement.”
Booked by Fate

“mercantile virginity,”

“So, what kinds of books did I want to buy?”
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“one or the other [whom] had seen 
a catalogue of mine”

“Very often, when booksellers fail to do 
adequate research, their prices tend to be unrealistically high… 
But occasionally uninformed price guesses miss the mark on 
the low side.” A 
Testimonie of Antiqvitie

“I was able to 

“I learned 
a good deal about how to run my business and how not to, and, 
most important, I learned I functioned best as a solitary sole 
proprietor.”
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“provided major opportunities to meet intriguing 
people, gain exposure to a great variety of material, and 
advance the stature of my business.”

“squalor more 
acute than any unsuspecting passersby could imagine” were 

“impressive selection of material representing the 
history of technology, including most of the major works with 
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Booked by Fate
Fifty Years a Bookseller: 

or, The Wolf at Your Door.

Booked by Fate

Fifty Years a Bookseller

“Born in a 
Bookshop,”

“Dr. R’ himself through 
Rosie’s uncle Moses Polock, Wolf’s father was the partner of 
George S. MacManus in a business that began in Philadelphia in 
the 1930s. “Perhaps books are in my blood,”
“It’s the only thing I’ve ever done, and for that matter ever really 
seriously considered.”

Fifty Years a Bookseller
“The 

Philadelphia Book World”
“Trade Routes” “Friends”
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“Philadelphia Booksellers”

Oliver 
Twist
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caper 

gunpoint
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Dracula

Fifty Years a 
Bookseller

Fifty Years a Bookseller, 
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Fifty Years a Bookseller

Fifty Years a Bookseller

Booked by Fate Fifty Years 
a Bookseller
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Booked by Fate Fifty 
Years a Bookseller




